chapter eight

8:1 In the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king a vision appeared to me, Daniel, subsequent to the one which appeared to me previously.  {pref B + f.s.n. const. hn"v' year of—f.s.adj. vl{v' three—pref. l + f.s.n.const. tWkl.m; kingship, sovereignty—Belshazzar—d.a. + m.s.n. %l,m,--m.s.n. !Azx'—Niphal pf. 3ms ha'r'  was seen—prep. la, + 1s suff.—I, Daniel—adv. yrex]a; of place, behind; of time, after or afterwards—d.a. + Niphal part.m.s ha'r' the one having appeared—prep. lae +1s suff. –pref. B + f.s.n. hL'xiT. beginning or first} 
8:2 And I looked in the vision, and it came about while I was looking, that I was in the citadel of Susa, which is in the province of Elam; and I looked in the vision, and I myself was beside the Ulai Canal.  {wc + Qal impf. 1s ha'r'—pref. B + m.s.n. !Azx'—wc + Qal impf. 3ms hy"h' it came to pass—pref. B + Qal inf.const. + 1s suff. ha'r' when or while I was looking—waw “that”—pron. 1s ynIa]—d.a. + f.s.n. hr'yBi palace or capital —pref. B + prop. name !v;Wv—rel.pron. rv,a]—d.a. + f.s.n. hn"ydIm. province--pref. B + prop.name ~l'y[e—wc + Qal impf. 1s ha'r'—pref. B m.s.n. !Azx'—waw + pron. 1s ynIa]—Qal pf 1s hy"h' I myself was—prep. l[;--prop. name. yl;Wa—m.s.n.const. lb'Wa a waterway, a canal} 
Exposition vs. 1-2

1. Daniel 8 now resumes the Hebrew portion of this book, with the rest of Daniel being recorded in that language.

2. The reason for this is the fact that the rest of this book deals with history from the perspective of the Jewish people, and the impact that these nations had on Israel.

3. It begins with the time Daniel lived, commencing with the Medo-Persian Empire and continuing through the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.

4. The chronological note places us in the third year of the reign of Belshazzar, indicating that this vision came to Daniel in 551 BC.

5. This vision occurs while the Babylonian kingdom is securely in power; however, the vision will deal with the emergence of the Greek Empire, which was insignificant at the time Daniel wrote.

6. Both the dream/visions of chapter seven and the vision of chapter eight occurred prior to the events recorded in chapter five.

7. This is very important, forming the doctrine that Daniel had in his soul, enabling him to make his prophetic interpretation and announcement to Belshazzar regarding the destruction of his kingdom.

8. Daniel knew from the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter two that the Chaldean kingdom would be displaced by another nation; in chapter eight, Daniel learns just which kingdom that is.

9. The prophetic information in chapter seven was given via a dream, comprised of various visions in the dream; the information in chapter eight is classified as a single vision that came to Daniel while he was awake.

10. Daniel refers to this vision as being subsequent to the one which appeared to me previously, referring to the dream of chapter seven.

11. As Daniel pondered the vision, he realizes that he has been transported to another place, bodily still being in Babylon.

12. Some have suggested that he was transported bodily from Babylon to Susa, but this is quite unlikely and not what the text says.

13. The city of Susa was the capital of Elam, and is located about 15 miles southwest of modern Dizful in Iran.

14. Susa, sometimes called Susiana or Shushan, is located in the province of Elam, which seems to be named for a son of Shem.  Gen. 10:22

15. While it was a city of some prominence, it did not become the capital of the Persian Empire until 521 BC, when Darius I Hystapis built his citadel/palace there.

16. As Daniel ponders the vision, having been transported through time (to the future) and space (well to the east of Babylon), he recognizes that he is beside the Ulai Canal or river.

17. The vision itself is divided into the following portions:

a. The rise and superiority of the Medo-Persian Empire.  Vs. 3-4

b. Their defeat and destruction at the hands of the Greek Empire.  Vs. 5-7

c. The untimely death of Alexander and the division of his kingdom.  Vs. 8

d. The rise and career of Antiochus Epiphanes.  Vs. 9-14

e. The interpretation from Gabriel.  Vs. 15-26

18. It is in this interpretation that we clearly see the principle of dual reference and dual fulfillment.

19. While all the information was future from the time Daniel received it, from our perspective some portions have been fulfilled and some await fulfillment.

20. There are clearly references in the interpretation that Gabriel provided to Daniel that have been historically fulfilled.  Dan. 8:20-22

21. However, there are a number of places in the interpretation in which Gabriel indicates that the final fulfillment of these things awaits the time of the end.  Dan. 8:17,19,23

22. In fact, the term tyrIx]a;B. (be’achariyth—final period, vs. 19) is used a number of times in the Word of God and consistently refers to the time when Messiah will establish His kingdom in the last days.  Gen. 49:1; Isa. 2:2; Ezek. 38:8,16; Hos. 3:5; Mic. 4:1

23. The day of the Lord begins with the final period of indignation, starting at the mid-point of Daniel's 70th week, and continues through the Millennial reign of Christ.  Isa. 13:6,9; Ezek. 30:3; Joel 1:15; Rev. 20:4

24. Therefore, we have the near fulfillment that points to a more distant fulfillment that will occur during the final portion of Daniel's 70th week.

25. The fact that prophecies have been accurately fulfilled in the past is designed to give us even greater confidence in the future aspects of the Word of God.

26. A great deal of the information in Daniel 7-12 focuses on the ultimate enemy of God and man, the Antichrist.

27. Even the near prophecies and their fulfillment are designed to provide insight into the more distant prophecies regarding Antichrist and his career.

28. Antiochus Epiphanes is clearly revealed as a type of Antichrist, a person whose life and activities foreshadow a greater reality.

8:3 Then I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a ram which had two horns was standing in front of the canal. Now the two horns were long, but one was longer than the other, with the longer one coming up last.  {wc + Qal impf. 1s af'n" to life up— f.dual.n.const. + 1s suff. !yI[;--wc + Qal impf. 1s ha'r'—waw + interjection hNEhi—m.s.n. lyIa; a ram, a male sheep, derived from a word that means to be first, or in front—m.s.adj. dx'a, not translated, one, a single--waw + pref. l + 3ms suff.—f.dual.n. !r,q, two horns—Qal act.part. dm;['—pref. l + f.p.n.const. hn<P' lit. to the faces, “before”, in front of—d.a. + m.s.n. lb'Wa—waw + d.a. + f.dual.n. !r,q,--f.p.adj. H;boG" to be high, exalted, indicates the great power of the ram, may also indicate pride—waw + d.a. + f.s.adj. dx'a,--f.s.adj. H;boG" long—prep. !mi—d.a. + f.s.adj. ynIve twice, second—waw + d.a. + f.s.adj. H;boG"—Qal act.part. hl'[' to ascend, to come up—pref. B + f.s.adj. !Arx]a; behind when used of space, latter or last when used of time}  

 8:4 I saw the ram butting westward, northward, and southward, and no other beasts could stand before him, nor was there anyone to rescue from his power; but he was doing as he pleased and became great.  {Qal pf. 1s ha'r'—s.d.o. + the ram—Piel part.m.s. hx;n" 11X, to thrust, push, to gore, intensive stem—m.s.n. + directional h he ~y" toward the sea, the Med., west—waw + f.s.n. + directional he !Apc'—waw + m.s.n. + directional he bg<n<--waw + m.s.n.const. lKo + f.p.n. hY"x; living things—neg. al{ + Qal impf. 3mp dm;[' could not stand, were unable to resist militarily—to his faces—waw + adv. !yIa; there does not exist—Hiphil part.m.s. lc;n" one causing deliverance—pref m + f.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. dy" hand, power—wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'[' he will do—pref. K + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. !Acr' delight, pleasure, desire—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms ld;G"  in the Hiphil, to consider great or magnify}
Exposition vs. 3-4

1. As Daniel sees himself transported (although we are not told how) from the citadel in Susa to the banks of the Ulai Canal.
2. At this time, he looks upward and observes a ram with two horns standing in front of the canal.
3. As he observes the ram, the ram is doing nothing more than standing motionless by the side of the canal.

4. We do not have to look further than this chapter to have this vision interpreted for us; the ram is clearly defined as the Medo-Persian Empire.  Dan. 8:20

5. Daniel notices that the ram had two horns, which is not unusual at all; however, the fact that they both were long did attract his attention.

6. Horns in the Word of God symbolize power, the national, political, and military power of the Medo-Persian alliance.

7. The very unusual fact that they were of unequal lengths and that longer one was coming up last does arrest the attention of Daniel.

8. This is designed to communicate the truth that the shorter horn, which was the one that one would observe first, was historically on the scene before the longer horn.

9. The Medes were mentioned as early as the 9th century BC in Assyrian texts, and were an Aryan race that was descended from Japheth.  Gen. 10:2

10. Although they were closely allied with the Persians in descent, language and religion, they preceded them in history by several centuries.

11. The Persians, represented by the longer and later of the two horns, are not mentioned in the Bible until the time of the exile.

12. Under the conquest of Cyrus the Great, the Medes and Persians were united into a unified kingdom, with the Persians being the dominant force.

13. The ram ceases to stand around and begins some very aggressive activity, moving primarily in three distinct directions.

14. He is observed butting westward, northward, and southward, but makes no movements toward the east.

15. The term for butting actually means to gore and graphically expresses a very violent action.

16. The ram demonstrates such amazing power that no other beasts could stand before him, illustrating the total inability of anyone to withstand this empire.

17. The directional notes in verse 4 deal with the three general areas of Medo-Persian expansion under the leadership of Cyrus the Great.

18. The first expansion was toward the west, especially toward Lydia, Ionia, Thrace, and Macedonia.

19. Then, the empire expanded toward the north, particularly toward the Caspian people in the Caucasus range, and the Scythians east of the Caspian Sea.

20. Finally, Cyrus moved the empire toward the south, engaging in a conquest of Babylon and later into Egypt.

21. As stated in the passage in Daniel 8:4, during the initial phases of conquest, the Medo-Persian troops were nearly invincible.

22. The fact that no other beasts could stand before him portrays the swift and ruthless conquests by the Persian military, consolidating vast amounts of territory in about thirty years.

23. The empire was actually formed by a series of lightning conquests by Cyrus that followed one after another with unequaled rapidity.
24. The ram did as he pleased, becoming extremely powerful, and eventually controlling more territory than any previous nation west of China.
25. The fact that there was not anyone to rescue from his power is found in the fact that Cyrus was a believer and was blessed by God in much of his activity.
26. He was doing as he pleased, referring to that which was pleasurable or acceptable in his own eyes.
27. As a result, he became great, a reference to his status before the nations, as well as his own people.
28. Cyrus was the founder of the Achaemenid (descendants of Achaemenes, a minor ruler) dynasty and the father of the Persian Empire, ruling the largest empire in the world.
29. He did not achieve greatness by words, but by hard and difficult choices, actions, and sacrifices.
30. His policies towards the various peoples in his empire were quite tolerant and understanding, as reflected in his treatment of the captive Jews.  IIChron. 36:22
31. Part of his obvious greatness related to the fact that he was a believer and that God had very distinct plans, which Cyrus executed.  Isa. 44:28, 45:1
8:5 While I was observing, behold, a male goat of the female goats was coming from the west over the surface of the whole earth without touching the ground; and the goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes.  {waw + 1s pron—Qal pf 1s hy"h'—Hiphil part.m.s !yBi the primary idea of the verb is to distinguish between two things, to discern, to have knowledge based on distinction—waw + interj. hNEhi—m.s.n.const. rypic' a male goat, a he-goat—d.a. + f.p.n. z[e a female goat—Qal act.part.m.s. awOB—prep. !mi + d.a. + m.s.n. br'[]m; lit. the place of the sunset or evening, the west—prep. l[; + f.p.n. const. hn<P' faces, surface—m.s.n.const. lKo + d.a. + f.s.n. #r,a, the earth—waw + adv. !yIa;--Qal act.part.m.s. [g:n"  to contact or touch—pref. B + f.s.n. #r,a,--and the he-goat—f.s.n.const. !r,q, a horn of—f.s.n. tWzx' 5X, a vision, that which is seen, notable, conspicuous—between his eyes} 
8:6 And he came up to the ram that had the two horns, which I had seen standing in front of the canal, and rushed at him in his mighty wrath. {wc + Qal impf. 3ms awOB—prep. d[; + d.a. + m.s.n. lyIa;--m.s.n. l[;B; lord, husband, owner, possessor—the two horns—rel. part. rv,a]—Qal pf. 1s ha'r'—Qal act.part. dm;['—to the faces of the canal—wc + Qal impf. 3ms #Wr to run, to make haste—prep. la, + 3ms suff.—prep. B + f.s.n.const. hm'xe to be hot, inner heat, such as indignation, wrath, anger—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. x;Ko strength, power, might, ability to produce something}
8:7 And I saw him come beside the ram, and he was enraged at him; and he struck the ram and shattered his two horns, and the ram had no strength to withstand him. So he hurled him to the ground and trampled on him, and there was none to rescue the ram from his power.  {waw + Qal pf. 1s + 3ms suff. ha'r'—Hiphil part.m.s. [g:n" to touch, to come into contact with—prep. lc,ae by, beside—the ram—waw + Hithpalpel impf. 3ms rr;m' to be bitter, to embitter, reflexive—prep. la, + 3ms suff.—wc + Hiphil impf. 3ms hk'n" to strike or hit—s.d.o. + the ram—wc + Piel impf. 3ms. rb'v' to break, Piel is intensive, to shatter—s.d.o + his two horns—waw + neg. al{ + Qal pf. 3ms hy"h'--       

m.s.n. x;Ko strength, ability, lit. it became not the ability—pref B + m.s.n. lyIa;--pref. l + Qal inf.const. dm;['—to his faces, before him—wc + Hiphil impf. 3ms + 3ms suff. %l;v' to throw, cast or hurl—f.s.n. + directional #r,a,--wc + Qal impf. 3ms + 3ms suff. sm;r' to walk on, to trample down, used for complete domination and subjugation—

waw + neg. al{ + Qal pf. 3ms hy"h'—Hiphil part.m.s. lc;n" to pull out, to rescue or deliver—pref. l + m.s.n. lyIa;--prep. !mi + f.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. dy"}
Exposition vs. 5-7

1. As Daniel continued to watch the ram with its noticeable horns, he observed something else that quickly arrested his attention.
2. It was not as though he was not intensely concentrating on the ram since the term he uses for observation is a word that means to observe something, to make a distinction between two things, and finally, to have some insight based on that discernment.
3. Daniel was intensely scrutinizing the ram, seeking to understand the meaning of the symbol, which will ultimately be interpreted for him by the angel.  Dan. 8:20

4. Daniel employs the interjection behold to point our attention to that which dramatically arrested his attention in the vision.

5. Just as Daniel had observed the ram, the head of the flock of sheep, he now observes a male goat of the female goats, the leader of the goat flock.

6. This goat approached the ram, coming from the west (lit. from the setting of the sun, or place of the sunset), something that accords perfectly with the interpretation given in Daniel 8:21.

7. The he goat refers to the united kingdom of Greece that began under Philip of Macedon and culminated in the powerful kingdom led by Alexander the Great.

8. The she goats refer to the individual Greek city-states that composed the empire, which had begun to be unified under Philip.

9. From the earliest times, the Greeks lived in independent communities isolated from one another by the landscape, which was comprised of various mountains that acted as natural barriers.

10. Later these independent communities were organized into poleis/polis, or city-states, which included Athens, Corinth, Thebes, Sparta, and Thermopylae.

11. Each city-state was a small unit of territory, about the size of a county, which was a politically independent, self-governing unit, and was the chief political and social unit for the individual Greek.

12. There was no such thing as a unified Greek state or Greek Empire before the appearance of Alexander of Macedonia, who ruled from 336-323 BC.

13. While the normal political/national unit of that day was an empire, the emergence of the city-states was keyed by the effectiveness of a new military tactic of group fighting in massed formation.

14. The citizen-warrior was called a hoplite in Greek and the massed formation was called a phalanx, principles that Alexander would exploit to conquer the known world.

15. Between 500-449 BC, a series of conflicts fought between Greek states and the Persian Empire are known to historians as the Persian Wars.

16. On the coast of Asia Minor were a few Greek city-states that revolted against the despotic rule of Darius I Hystapis.

17. They were given some help by the states of Athens and Eretria, but not enough, and they were subdued by the Persians in 494 BC.

18. Darius decided to punish Athens and Eretria and to add Greece to his vast empire, eventually conquering Thrace and Macedon, but ended up having his naval fleet crippled by a major storm.

19. Although Darius sent a second expedition, which destroyed Eretria, it was decisively defeated by the Athenian army at the battle of Marathon. in 490 BC.

20. The Persians did not continue the war at that time and Darius died before he could make preparations to crush the Greeks.

21. He was succeeded by his son, Xerxes I (Ahasuerus), who reached Greece with a tremendous army and navy, and had considerable support from among the Greeks as well.

22. The Spartan contingent (a mere 300 hoplite troops) that was defending the narrow pass off Thermopylae held the Persians off for three days, but was eventually trapped and destroyed by a Persian detachment.

23. Although the Athenians had been persuaded by Themistocles to strengthen their navy, they foolishly put their trust in their navy and made little other effort to defend their city, which was taken in 480 BC by the Persians.

24. Shortly afterward, the Persian fleet was crushed in the straits of the island of Salamis, and a Greek naval victory at Mycale in Asia Minor ended all danger of Persians invasions of Europe.

25. During the remaining period of the Persian Wars, the Greeks in the Aegean islands and Asia Minor, under Athenian leadership, strengthened their positions without seeking military conquest.

26. By the time of 338 BC, Philip of Macedon was consolidating power and defeated the allied Greek states of Thebes, with his son Alexander breaking the Sacred Band of Thebes, being the first man to dare charge the Thebans.

27. Although Philip’s army was greatly outnumbered by the Athenian and Theban troops, the Macedonian phalanxes triumphed over them and Athens and Thebes came under Philip’s rule.

28. Although not conquering Sparta, Philip had the support of almost all of Greece when he declared war on Persian in the spring of 336 BC.

29. Before he could execute his planned war, Philip was assassinated by his officer Pausanias; his son Alexander took the throne and established his authority far more firmly and quickly than anyone thought possible.

30. Although he was only 20 at the time, and not universally respected among the Greeks, Alexander addressed the embassies and urged them to maintain the same loyalty to him that they had toward Philip.

31. He immediately executed all those thought to be involved in the assassination of his father, along with all possible rivals and the whole faction that opposed him.

32. Having accepted the idea of a Persian invasion from his father, Alexander forged ahead since he needed the Persian wealth to maintain his army and pay off the 500 talents he owed to the 10,000 Greek professional troops.

33. Believing that he could defeat any Persian army, Alexander invaded Asia Minor to liberate the Greek cities that had been taken over by the Persians some years before.

34. In the spring of 334 BC. he crossed the Dardanelles (the Hellespont), commanding about 30,000 foot soldiers, 5,000 cavalry, and the core of his army the 9,000 infantry phalanx, armed with shields and 17 foot long spears.

35. While this may sound impressive, it was nothing compared to the massive size of the Persian Empire and the incredibly huge armies that were commanded by Darius III.

36. Most sources now claim the King Darius III had a combined force of one million Medes and Persians when he took the field against Alexander in 331 BC.

37. Daniel now observes this goat (the united Greek Empire under Alexander) was moving in an almost supernatural fashion, moving over the surface of the earth without touching the ground.
38. He started his blitz campaigns against the north, taking him across the Danube River; turning west, he then shattered a coalition of Illyrians that had invaded Macedonia.

39. He traveled from Illyria to Thessaly in seven days and to Boeotia (just north of Thebes) five days later, covering some 236 miles with his army in just 12 days.

40. This is a an example of the lightening speed of Alexander as he crushed the Persian armies, overthrew the Persian Empire and eventually conquered the known world as far east as India.

41. In 334 BC, he barely defeated a Persian force sent by Darius at the river Granicus (located in modern Turkey).

42. Although Alexander nearly lost his life in that battle, Darius did not seem to take the threat to his empire too seriously.

43. He continued to advance through Asia Minor, subjugating the tribes in Lycia and Pisida before coming to the city of Gordium in Phrygia.

44. Legend has it that Alexander saw the famous Gordian knot, which had been tied by an earlier king, who had stated that “the empire of the world was reserved for anyone that could untie the knot.”
45. Most authors state that Alexander found himself unable to solve the knot and simply cut it to pieces with his sword.

46. In 333 BC, Darius faced the invader in person near the town of Issus (located in southern Turkey), but suffered a massive defeat, having his family and several ambassadors captured, as well as losing immense stores of booty.

47. At this time, Alexander did not pursue Darius since military tactics demanded that he secure his rear guard.

48. At this point, Darius offered on two occasions to negotiate with Alexander, offering him territory, a large sum of money, and the hand of his daughter in marriage in return for the return of Darius’ family.

49. By this time, Alexander had decided on a policy of world conquest and domination, and Darius’ offers were ignored.

50. Some have suggested that during the course of diplomatic affairs, Darius had irritated Alexander in a number of ways.

a. He found his letters of negotiation to be offensive due to their arrogant tone.

b. He was annoyed at Darius calling himself a king and not Alexander.

c. Darius made the demand (rather than a request) for the return of Darius’ mother, wife and children.

d. Darius suggested that Alexander be satisfied with ruling in his father’s realm and that he should make an alliance with Darius.

e. He offered a number of times to split the empire in various ways with Alexander.

51. For his part, Alexander responded with an arrogant anger that would fester into his mighty wrath.
a. He called himself Majesty, while addressing the Persian king as Darius.

b. He accused the Persians of destroying Greek colonies in Asia Minor and bringing war to Macedonia and Greece.

c. He stated his belief that the Persians were involved in the assassination of his father Philip.

d. He accused the Persians of unprovoked military aggression against the Greek people.

e. He claimed that his victories were a direct result of the intervention of the gods on his behalf.

f. He informed Darius that his relatives might be returned if Darius forfeited the throne to him.

g. He told Darius that he was the rightful king of the Persian Empire.

h. He rejected all offers to share the empire with Darius, stating that Darius was attempting to divide something he had already lost.

i. He finally dismissed the Persian ambassadors, telling them that he would pursue Darius to the end.

52. Following the destruction of the Phoenician city, Tyre, the victorious Macedonians pressed on to Egypt.

53. The Egyptians hated the Persians and welcomed Alexander as a deliverer, according him the honors of the gods. 

54. Alexander’s final brilliant victory at Gaugamela (located in modern Iraq) in 331 BC decimated the power of the Persians in a period of only three years, and irrevocably changed the course of human history.

55. Having decisively defeated Darius and his “Grand Army”, Alexander marched on until he had taken the entire territory of Persia, Babyon, Susa, Persepolis, and Ecbatana.

56. Although the capitals of Persia were now in his hands, Alexander and his armies continued battling toward the east, and in 326 BC he defeated King Porus at the river Hydaspes (located in modern India).

57. At this point, his troops refused to continue their conquests and Alexander finally ordered the return to his new capital in Babylon.

58. During the course of his conquests and return, those that traveled and fought with Alexander had covered over 20,000 miles within a period of less than 10 years and had conquered the known world!

59. Alexander the Great is the conspicuous horn between the eyes of the goat, the horn symbolizing the great military and political power that he possessed. 

60. In fact, the world rightly recognizes that Alexander was a military genius that has never had an equal in human history.

61. Daniel sees the goat (similar to a unicorn) that came up to the ram and he rushed at him in his mighty wrath.
62. This is designed to teach that Alexander, who was heading the Greek armies, was not personally fond of the Medo-Persian Empire, and was specifically angered at Darius III.

63. For a century, Persia had increasingly interfered in Greek affairs and had constantly oppressed the Greek cities in Asia Minor, something that the. Greeks resented.

64. The result of the hostilities between the Greeks and the Persians are seen in verse 7, as he struck the ram and shattered his two horns.
65. Alexander fulfilled his word and ruthlessly tracked Darius III, hounding the Persians until Darius was murdered by his own military officers.

66. This is teaching the complete destruction of the power of the Medo-Persian Empire by the forces of the Greek king, Alexander the Great.

67. The fact that he hurled him to the ground is indicative of complete victory over someone, while trampling on him indicates the complete subjugation of the Medo-Persian Empire by Alexander.

68. The fact that there was none to rescue the ram from his power teaches that no political or military help was forthcoming and that no one was truly able to withstand Alexander at this time in history.

8:8 Then the male goat magnified himself exceedingly. But as soon as he was mighty, the large horn was broken; and in its place there came up four conspicuous horns toward the four winds of heaven.  {waw + m.s.n.const. rypic'—d.a. + f.p.n. z[e female goats—Hiphil pf. 3ms ld;G" used of growth in general, here for territorial growth—

prep. d[; + adv. daom.—waw + pref. K + Qal inf.const. +3ms suff. mc;[' to be strong or mighty –d.a. + f.s.n. !r,q,--d.a. + f.s.adj. lAdG"—Niphal pf. 3fs rb;v' passive, was broken—lit. and ascended four conspicuous under it—prep. tx;T; + 3fs suff.under, instead of—wc + Qal impf. 3fp hl'[ to ascend or go up—f.s.adj. [B;r>a;--f.s.n. tWzx' a vision, what is seen, what stands out—pref. l + four winds of the heavens}    
Exposition vs. 8

1. Following the domination and destruction of the ram, the Medo-Persian Empire, the goat continued to advance in history, conquering anyone that stood before him.

2. His conquests extended from Greece, south to Egypt, east across the Persian Empire, extending to the regions of Afghanistan and India.

3. The first phrase of verse 8 may be alluding to the tremendous military success that he enjoyed, demonstrating himself to be the greatest leader of that time.

4. Military experts still consider him to be one of the most outstanding commanders that ever lived.

5. There has been no one in history that accomplished as much as he did in as little time, inspiring and motivating his men to achieve what no one else has.

6. He was known for suffering the same wounds as his soldiers, paying attention to every single man in the army, and always leading the attack in person.

7. Beyond that, his personal charisma supplemented his authority, allowing him to hold his army and empire together.

8. Arrian, a Greek historian that lived in the 2nd century AD, commenting on the greatness of Alexander said, “For I myself believe that there was at that time no race of mankind, no city, no single individual, to which the name of Alexander had not reached”.
9. Alternately, the first portion of verse 8 has been taken by some to refer to the growth of his arrogance that led him to assume the pretensions to divinity.

10. When Alexander had entered Egypt, freeing the Egyptians from the Medo-Persian Empire, the famous oracle of Siwa allegedly confirmed that Alexander had a divine origin and the god Ammon was his true father.

11. The oracle announced that Alexander was the son of Ammon and that he would conquer the world.

12. There were also two Greek oracles that had previously proclaimed the fact that Alexander was deity.

13. Beginning as early as his youth, Alexander had been told by his father that he was invincible after having observed him in one military battle.

14. As one biographer has noted, all these things coupled with the fact that no one could apparently withstand him caused Alexander to become “a paranoid, megalomaniac, who believed in his own divinity.”
15. Toward the end of his life, having accepted the promised fact that he would be deified after his death, Alexander started to feel as though he was a god while he was still alive.

16. He began a program of self-worship, requiring all people to prostrate themselves before him as recognition of his deity.

17. Thus, the male goat magnified himself, teaching the dramatic expansion of the Greek Empire under Alexander, who seems to have believed that he was a god.

18. No sooner had the empire arisen and conquered the world than it suffered a paralyzing blow, as the large horn was broken.
19. Almost all interpreters, liberal and conservative, recognize that this refers to the untimely death of Alexander.

20. While the death of Alexander the Great is somewhat mystifying, it is clear that most normal 33 year old men do not suddenly die of natural causes.

21. Some have speculated that he was poisoned by one of his men, who were unhappy with his increasingly numerous drinking binges, one of which had resulted in Alexander beating his friend Clitus to death.

22. Others were upset with Alexander since he had begun to adopt Persian ways and customs to pull his empire together, adopting Persian dress and encouraging his men to intermarry with the Persians.

23. Although the death of Alexander is still shrouded in mystery, the general consensus is that Alexander had contracted some disease, possibly malaria, and simply died.

24. The doctrinal reality is that God checked him out (passive voice of the verb broken) while he was at the height of his power, earning him the name Alexander the Great.
25. Following the breaking of the notable horn, Daniel notices that four conspicuous horns arose in its place.
26. Historically, this refers to the time following the death of Alexander when the diadochi (successors), the Macedonian generals and administrators that succeeded Alexander governed his empire.

27. At his death in 323 BC, the empire that had been constructed and expanded so rapidly  disintegrated even more quickly.

28. Alexander had married the Persian princess Roxana, making her his queen and went so far as to designate his future son by her, Alexander IV, as his successor to the Greco-Persian Empire.

29. Alexander had died without a legitimate successor, so his more important followers (the diadochi) sought to increase their personal power in a bloody scramble.

30. While there were at least eight notable followers that wanted the kingdom, theoretically Alexander’s feeble-minded brother Philip had the real family claim to inheritance.

31. The battle for the throne was on, and eventually four major players emerged to divide up the kingdom of Alexander.

32. Although efforts were made to hold the empire together, the ambitions of such regional commanders as Ptolemy in Egypt, Seleucus in Babylonia, Lysimachus in Thrace and Asia Minor, and Cassander in Greece and Macedonia made this impossible.

33. By 311 BC, Seleucus asserted his claim to independent rule in Babylon, and the other three followed suit about the same time.

34. Despite the earnest efforts of Antigonus (a general that had served under Philip and Alexander) and his son, Demetrius, to subdue these separatist leaders, the final battle at Ipsus in 301 BC resulted in the defeat and death of Antigonus and the validation of the claims of the four to independent rule.

35. The prophecy of verse 8 that the four horns came up toward the four winds of heaven is fulfilled in the various regions these four men ruled.

a. The Ptolemies ruled the south in Egypt, Palestine and Arabia until 30 BC.

b. The Seleucids ruled over Syria, Babylonia, and east until about 64 BC.

c. Lysimachus ruled toward the north in Thrace and Bithynia.

d. Cassander ruled the fartheset west in Macedonia and Greece.

36. Chronologically, this takes us from the Medo-Persian Empire (the ram from 539-330 BC) down to the time of the division of the empire of Alexander circa 300 BC.

37. Verse 9 will deal with one particular segment of that divided kingdom, and its most notorious leader.

38. All these events occur in the intertestamental period, the time between the close of the canon and the appearance of John the Baptist. 

39. Some of the apocryphal writings that were composed during that time deal with the historical aspects of this era, but are not inspired by God and are not included in the canon.  1 & 2 Maccabees
8:9 And out of one of them came forth a single insignificant horn which grew exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east, and toward the Beautiful Land.  {waw + prep. !mi + d.a. + f.s.adj. dx'a,--pref. m + 3mp suff—Qal pf. 3ms ac'y"  to come or go out –f.s.n. !r,q,--f.s.adj. dx'a, a single--prep. !mi + f.s.adj. ry[ic' little, insignificant, used of age, youngest—waw + Qal impf. 3fs ld;G" to be or grow great—m.s.n. rt,y,--prep. la, + d.a. + prop.name bg<n<--waw + prep. la, + d.a. + m.s.n. xr'z>mi place of the sunrise, the east-- waw + prep. la, + d.a. + m.s.n. ybic. beautiful or glorious see Ps. 48:2; Ezek. 20:6}
Exposition vs. 9

1. This verse begins the most difficult section of Daniel 8, providing some of the most problematic passages to face an interpreter.

2. Most interpreters, both liberal and conservative, are agreed as to the correct interpretation of the first 8 verses of this chapter; however, at this point they begin to diverge.

3. Two basic views are advanced; the first being that the events of verse 9 and following have been historically fulfilled in the person of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the second being that these verses are fulfilled in the Antichrist.

4. The difficulty lies in the fact that there are actually two events in view, the near and the distant, the near event being the frame of reference for the distant event.

5. These prophecies, the near acting as a type of the distant, find their ultimate fulfillment in the person of the Antichrist.

6. In Daniel 7 we observed that Daniel had a particular fascination with the fourth beast, specifically desiring to understand the meaning of the ten horns on its head and the last horn that arose and displaced three others.  Dan. 7:19-20

7. While he was given the general interpretation of those items, Daniel must have had more questions about the Antichrist.

8. That positive volition, the desire to know the truth, forms the basis for the vision and revelations of chapter eight.

9. Daniel was given more information about the type of Antichrist (Antiochus Epiphanes) and the actual Antichrist than any other Old Testament prophet was.

10. When interpreting prophetic passages that have dual fulfillment, the interpreter must consider that the passage may be referring to the near event only, the distant event only, or both.

11. There is clear evidence that the real focus of this vision relates to the last days, as seen in Daniel 8:17,19 the time of the end, the final period of the indignation, the appointed time of the end.
12. Therefore, the correct interpretation must take two events into account and apply each verse to the proper event, or events, as the case may be.

13. Verse nine begins with the reality that a rather insignificant horn would arise out of one of the four horns of verse eight.

14. Having identified the four horns as the four major divisions of the empire of Alexander the Great, we must search the historical record to see if one of them produced a political leader that fulfills what is described in our passage.

15. The empire was divided among four men:

a. Cassander, who ruled Macedonia and Greece.

b. Lysimachus, who ruled Thrace, Bithynia and Asia Minor.

c. Ptolemy, who ruled in Egypt.

d. Seleucus, who ruled in Syria and Babylon.

16. The territory occupied by Cassander in Macedonia and Greece is bounded on the south by the Mediterranean Sea and must be eliminated due to geographic considerations.
17. This leaves two possibilities, Lysimachus, who ruled in Thrace and Asia Minor (Modern Bulgaria and Turkey), and the Seleucids, who ruled in Syria and east.
18. However, we must eliminate Lysimachus since there is historical evidence that Thrace basically fell apart at the death of Lysimachus in 281 BC, suffering endless fights for political domination between Thracian family dynasties until it was conquered by Rome in 46 BC.

19. We must eliminate the Ptolemies since their empire was primarily in Egypt and was the farthest south (they did not advance militarily southward), and they assumed control of Judea from 323-198 BC (meaning they could not move toward the Beautiful land).

20. The Ptolemaic rule of Judea was sometimes favorable to the Jews, generally allowing them to live in peace, in accord with their religious and cultural traditions, but having to pay tribute to the Egyptian government.

21. The local affairs were administered by the High Priests, who had been entrusted with responsibility for the government of the Jews since the return from Persia.

22. Therefore, if we cannot find any person in history from the Seleucid portion, we will be forced to consider this unfulfilled prophecy.
23. What we do know is that the small horn made significant military advances toward the south, toward the east, and toward the Beautiful land.

24. The military motion toward the south is quite important since history records that there was constant conflict between the Ptolemies in Egypt and the Seleucids in Syria beginning with Ptolemy I Soter (Ptolemy Lagi).
25. He invaded Syria on more than one occasion, and in 316 BC, he joined in a war against Antigonus during which he lost Syria and Phoenicia.
26. His son, Ptolemy II Philadelphus was actively engaged in two Syrian wars until peace was made around 250 BC.
27. Ptolemy III Euergetes was provoked into a Syrian war to avenge the murder of his sister Berenice at Antioch, during which he met with remarkable success and overran Syria and Babylonia.
28. During the reign of his successor, Ptolemy IV Philopater in 222 BC, Antiochus III the Great of Syria declared war on Egypt in about 219 BC.
29. However, after Antiochus conquered Syria, he was defeated by Philophater at the battle of Raphia near Gaza in 217 BC.
30. Following his victory, Ptolemy IV adopted some very anti-Jewish attitudes, causing himself a great deal of problems with the Jews, and introducing a period of decline in Egypt.
31. His son, Ptolemy V Epiphanes was only five years old at the time his father died, and Antiochus the Great joined an alliance against Egypt.
32. Antiochus defeated the Egyptian general Scopas at the battle of Paneas in 198 BC, and Palestine came under the control of the Seleucid dynasty.
33. At this point, Rome intervened and demanded that Antiochus surrender his conquests; Antiochus compromised by making peace with Ptolemy V and betrothing his daughter Cleopatra to him.
34. In 173 BC, Antiochus IV Epiphanes invaded Egypt, defeated the Egyptians at Pelusium, and captured Ptolemy VI Philometer (whose mother Cleopatra I was the sister of Antiochus), using him as a tool to gain the throne of Egypt, which he occupied from 171-167 BC.

35. This fulfilled the prophecy of verse 9 about the small horn growing exceedingly great toward the south.

36. In fact, had Rome not interfered again, Antiochus IV was marching against Alexandria until he was stopped by the Roman Popillius in 168 BC, demanding him to withdraw his forces.

37. The Seleucids also had to face the new threats from the east, with Bactria (modern Afghanistan) and Parthia (the region around Iran and Iraq) proclaiming their independence from the Seleucids in about 250 BC.

38. However, Antiochus IV restored his position in western Iran, well to the east of Syria, and in 167 BC sent an expedition that toppled the ruler of Bactria, led by his general Eucratidas.

39. Strabo, a Roman historian that lived in the 1st century BC, states that “when those kings (the Seleucids) had grown in power they also attacked India......those kings subdued more of India (Bactria) than the Macedonians; that Eucratidas, at any rate, held a thousand cities as his subjects.”
40. That certainly qualifies as fulfillment of the small horn growing exceedingly toward the east.
41. Finally, we are told that the small horn grew exceedingly toward the Beautiful, with the term land being properly in italics.

42. However, Daniel uses the term ybic. (tsebhiy—beautiful) three more times, twice being qualified by the term land and the third time by the term holy mountain, clearly referring to Israel in general and to Jerusalem specifically.  Dan. 11:16,41,45

43. There is an enormous amount of evidence that Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 BC) engaged in many excursions into Israel and became one of the worst persecutors of the Jews in history.

44. His motivation, strangely enough, was his burning desire to Hellenize (convert them to Greek culture and thinking) everyone in his path, just as his predecessor Alexander the Great had done.

45. When the Word of God says that this horn grew exceedingly great, it must be viewed only in the sense of geographic expansion since Antiochus IV was not a great king.

46. While he did enjoy military successes toward the east, toward the south in Egypt, and toward the land of Palestine, it was all against weak opposition.

47. Finally, the word translated small, actually signifies that which is the smallest or youngest and comes to refer to that which is least significant.

48. Antiochus IV was the youngest son of Antiochus III, considered to be the least significant member of the family, and did not gain power until the death of his older brother, Seleucus IV.

49. Further, his younger years were spent in obscurity, living for 12 years as a hostage in Rome, adding to the sense of this lack of significance.

8:10 And it grew up to the host of heaven and caused some of the host, even some of the stars to fall to the earth, and it trampled them down.  {wc + Qal impf. 3fs ld;G"—prep. d[; + m.s.n.const. ab'c' host or army—the Heavens—wc + Hiphil impf. 3fs lp;n" caused to fall—prep. !mi + d.a. + m.s.n. ab'c'—f.s.n. + directional #r,a,--waw apposition + prep. !mi + d.a. + f.p.n. bk'AK—wc + Qal impf. 3fs + 3mp suff. sm;r' used in 8:7, to trample, to subjugate or overpower} 

8:11 He even magnified himself to be equal with the Commander of the host; and He removed the regular sacrifice from Him, and he caused place of His sanctuary to be thrown down.  

{Hiphil pf 3ms ld;G" to cause to be great, to magnify—waw ascensive + prep. d[; + m.s.n. rf; prince, leader, commander—d.a. + m.s.n. ab'c'—waw + Hiphil pf. 3ms mWr caused to rise up, to take away or remove—d.a. + adv. dymiT' Most frequently this word is used in an adjectival genitive construction with `œlâ for the continual whole burnt offering  made to God every morning and evening (Exo 29:42; Num  28:6, 10, 15, 23; Ezr 3:5; Neh 10:34)—prep. !mi + 3ms suff.—waw + m.s.n.const. !Akm' 17X, normally used of the place God dwells—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. vD'q.mi the sanctuary, the place where God dwelt with His people—Hophal pf. 3ms %l;v' lit. caused to be cast down, has the nuance of abandon}  

Exposition vs. 10-11

1. Grammatically, the term it must be taken to refer to the term horn from verse nine since both are feminine in gender.

2. Therefore, the primary force of this must be the continued career of Antiochus Epiphanes.

3. However, the secondary force must be examined in light of what Gabriel tells Daniel in verses 17-19 about the vison applying to the time of the end.
4. Verse nine deals with the military conquests and career of Antiochus, which included campaigns toward the east, south, and Israel.

5. Verse ten begins to deal with the spiritual impact that this man had in the angelic conflict.

6. The phrase the host of heaven (~yIm;V'h; ab'c.), is used 16 times and most often refers to angelic beings and not generally to celestial bodies, or to the physical creation. 
7. While some expositors have identified the host of heaven and the stars as the Jewish people, there is no exegetical reason for this; they merely do so based on the fact that they are compared to stars and called a host in certain passages.
a. They cite Genesis 15:5 and 22:17, but both those passages are designed to stress number, not character.

b. In Deut. 1:10 and 10:22 the Jews are informed that they are as numerous as the stars, not that they are stars.
c. However, there are several key passages that do indentify the stars as being synonymous with the angels.  Job 38:7; Isa. 14:13; Rev. 12:4
d. While the term host is applied to the Jews, there is no passage in which they are called the host of heaven.  Ex. 7:4, 12:17 
8. The Hebrew term ab'c. (tsebha’) means a mass of persons or things, especially used for a group that is organized for war, an army.  
9. While the emphasis in the Old Testament may be on the fallen angels, the term appears to be applied to fallen and elect angels alike.  IKings 22:19-22; Lk. 2:13
10. Since the term host of heaven is very often used in the same context as the term stars, one can hardly help but wonder if the number of angels is similar, or equal to, the number of stars in the physical creation.  Job 38:7
11. Both appear to be innumerable as seen in Genesis 15:5, Daniel 7:10, and Revelation 5:11, but the number of stars and angels is clearly known to God.  Ps. 147:4; Isa. 40:26
12. Since that is the case, a number of interpreters have recognized that the term stars is exepegetical and is synonymous with the host of heaven.
13. If these terms are made to refer to Jews, in what way were the Jews in Heaven and caused to fall to the earth by Antiochus?
14. Therefore, the more difficult translation/interpretation is correct and the simple problem is for the interpreter to explain it.
15. The question then quickly becomes evident: how did the actions of Antiochus Epiphanes come to affect the angels?
16. More specifically, the passage seems to imply that the little horn exercised his will over them in a hostile sense by trampling them down, suggesting that this passage refers to the elect host of heaven.
17. The answer is found in the fall of Satan and the other third of the angels that chose to follow him.

18. When these angels fell, they lost their holy nature, but did not lose other attributes, including their intelligence and strength.

19. Therefore, since all angels vary in personality, strength, wisdom, etc. their relative position in the angelic hierarchy apparently was not changed at the fall.

20. If an angel was stronger than another angel before the fall, he continued to be stronger than that angel after the fall.

21. This explains why the elect angel that was sent to Daniel in Daniel 10:13 could be delayed by a fallen angel until help arrived.

22. In the angelic conflict, what we observe in the human realm has a corresponding angelic counterpart in the spiritual realm.

23. Just as there is an earthly hierarchy of political power beginning at the lowest levels of local government and extending to the highest levels of national government even so, there is a spiritual hierarchy that operates invisibly.  Eph 6:11ff

24. We know that angels are assigned to positive volition in order to protect them and do what is necessary to bring them along in the plan of God.  Heb. 2:14

25. At some point in the career of Antiochus Epiphanes, he became possessed by a very powerful fallen angel and was able to overcome the elect angels that were protecting certain portions of God’s plan/people.

26. In fact, this passage is quite reminiscient of the career of the most powerful fallen angel, Satan himself.

27. The parallels between the fall of Satan, when he influenced at least one-third of the angels, and the Antichrist, when he enjoys unprecedented success in the angelic conflict cannot be more obvious.  Rev. 12:4; Dan. 7:25

28. Therefore, it seems logical to conclude that the reason that Antiochus was so successful in his attacks against the people of God is due to his demon possession, if not satanic possession.

29. We will now deal with the overt career of Antiochus before making any observations about the effect that it had in the angelic conflict.

30. Antiochus actually ruled as the king of Syria from 175-164 BC, but is best known in history for his attempts to Hellenize the Jews in Judea and eradicate conventional Judaism.

31. His mission, as he viewed it, was to emulate his hero, Alexander the Great, and civilize (read Hellenize) the domain over which he ruled.

32. Some have misrepresented Antiochus as a foreigner intent on enslaving a persecuted minority group; however, a sizable number of Jews were impressed with the possibilities of greater conformity to the Hellenistic manners and customs.

33. Antiochus simply used this internal dissension among the Jews, coupled with his own financial needs, to interfere in the internal affairs of Judea.

34. In the early days of Antiochus, Jerusalem was ruled by an orthodox Jew, the High Priest, Onias III.

35. Some of the more liberal Jews that looked favorably on the prospects of Greek culture opposed Onias and espoused the cause of his brother, Jason

36. When Jason promised a larger tribute to the financially strapped Antiochus, he succeeded in having himself appointed as High Priest in 175 BC.

37. Antiochus simply viewed the office of High Priest as a political office and, as king, he would have the right to appoint whomever he chose.

38. However, to devout Jews, the priesthood was of divine origin, and its sale to the highest bidder was looked on as a sin against God.

39. Jason encouraged the Hellenists that had sought his election and built a gymnasium in Jerusalem that operated according to the Greek custom of athletes exercising in the nude.

40. Greek names were adopted in the place of the older Hebrew names and the Hebrew religion was looked upon as obscure and obsolete.

41. Although apparently meeting with overt success among the more liberal Jews, Antiochus still had problems in his empire and viewed Jewish orthodoxy as a divisive force that must be eliminated.

42. His first opportunity to strike a blow against the Jews came when Menelaus, a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin, had a dispute with Jason and offered a higher tribute to Antiochus than that paid by Jason.

43. Antiochus made Menelaus the High Priest in 172 BC, stationed a garrison in Jerusalem to enforce order and respect for the new High Priest, and this completely infuriated the orthodox Jews.

44. Antiochus visited the city of Jerusalem in the summer of 170 BC, sacrificed a pigeon on the altar (according to one source), and showed his general approval of the new order by authorizing the citizens to call themselves Antiochites.

45. In fact, a law was announced that summer requiring all citizens to present themselves four times a year to pay formal homage to Antiochus Epiphanes as the senior god of the Seleucids.

46. In the meantime, Antiochus had moved into Egypt, intent on annexing the empire of the Ptolemies.

47. However, Rome was unprepared to allow Antiochus to take control of Egypt and, in a famous scene outside the city of Alexandria, the Roman envoy Popilius drew a circle in the dirt around Antiochus and demanded that he promise to evacuate Egypt before stepping outside it.

48. Completely humiliated, having had his grandiose dreams of conquest destroyed, Antiochus turned back in bitter defeat and began to take out his frustration on Palestine, an area he viewed as crucial to his kingdom.

49. In 168 BC, he ordered his general Appolonius to occupy the city of Jerusalem and, in an attack staged on the Sabbath when he knew that orthodox Jews would not fight, he slaughtered large numbers of the opponents of Menelaus.

50. The city walls were destroyed, and a new fortress of Akra was built on the site of the citadel, being manned by a large military force that was expected to keep the Jews in submission.

51. Antiochus then began a systematic attempt to destroy Judaism, Hellenize the Jews, and demand the fusion of all nationalities into one people, who would worship the deities of Greece.

52. Like Satan, and Antichrist after him, Antiochus demonstrated a predilection toward and internationalist world view.

53. An elderly Athenian philosopher was sent to Jerusalem to supervise the enforcement of this policy, identifying the God of Israel with Jupiter, and ordering a bearded image of the pagan deity to be set up on the Temple altar.

54. The Jews commonly spoke of this as the abomination of desolation, the near event that forms the frame of reference for the distant event during Daniel’s 70th week.  Matt. 24:15

55. Greek soldiers and their women performed licentious heathen rites in the Temple courts, swine were sacrificed on the altar, the whole building was polluted by sprinkling it with water in which pig flesh had been boiled, and Antiochus plundered the Temple treasury.

56. The drunken orgy associated with the worship of Bacchus was made compulsory while the Jews were forbidden from practicing circumcision, observing the Sabbath, or celebrating the feasts of the Jewish calendar.

57. All copies of the Jewish Scriptures were also ordered destroyed, and any Jew failing to comply with all these changes was to be sentenced to death.

58. In verse eleven, there is a shift of pronoun to make it plain that the little horn, which is feminine in gender, is actually referring to a man that magnified himself to be equal with the Commander of the host.
59. Sometime during the reign of Antiochus, he declared himself to be Zeus Epiphanes and had coins minted that said, King Antiochus, God made visible.
60. The fact that he declared himself to be God in the flesh fulfills the first portion of verse eleven, the Commander of the host being one of the preincarnate names of the Son of God.  Josh. 5:13-15

61. After declaring himself to be equal with God the Son, Antiochus removed the regular sacrifice from Him.

62. While the regular or continuous sacrifice can refer to the burnt offering that God required to be offered every morning and evening, it is also used to refer to the continual grain offering.  Ex. 29:38-42; Num. 4:16
63. The word, which means constant or continual, likely refers to the entire program of offerings customarily offered in the temple services since it does not qualify or modify another term.
64. The most infamous act took place on December 16, 167 BC (Chislev 25), when the Temple in Jerusalem actually became the worship place for Zeus, and the abomination of desolation was erected.

65. However, the sacrifice and the place of His sanctuary had been defiled in 170 BC when Antiochus offered a pigeon in the Temple after installing the Benjamite Menelaus as the bogus High Priest.
66. The literal Hebrew of the last portion of verse 11 reads he (Antiochus) caused the place of His sanctuary to be thrown down.

67. The term %l;v' (shalak) does mean to put or cast down, but the real nuance of the term means to throw away or abandon.  Gen. 21:15; Eccles. 3:6
68. This term describes exactly the situation with the Temple and the way that the faithful Jews felt about it; they were forced to abandon its proper use for three years, from 167-164 BC.
69. However, the overall time that Antiochus engaged in his activities against the Lord was considerably longer.  Dan. 8:14
70. This powerful, demon-possessed man enjoyed success in the angelic conflict only because the fallen angel that inhabited him was able to exercise his will against the host of heaven.

71. Clearly, one must understand that evil may actually triumph at various times in human history under the permissive will of God.
72. This type perfectly mirrors and foreshadows the reality that will be observed in Daniel’s 70th week when Antichrist will enjoy similar success militarily and in the angelic conflict.  Rev. 11:7, 13:1-7
73. However, while Antiochus was merely demon-possessed (or perhaps possessed by Satan), the greater fulfillment in Antichrist will actually witness a man that is possessed by Satan.  Rev. 13:2
74. Therefore, the near fulfillment in the time of Antiochus (170-164 BC) is designed to point us to a greater fulfillment at the final period of the indignation, at the appointed time of the end.  Dan. 8:19
75. Both individuals are completely antagonistic to God, His people, and His plan; they will be possessed by angelic forces greater than themselves, claim to be divine, and devote their lives to combatting the truth.
8:12 And on account of transgression the host will be given over to the horn along with the regular sacrifice; and it will fling truth to the ground and will do as it pleases and will prosper.  {waw + pref. B + m.s.n. [v;P, the idea of the verb is a breach of relationships, a casting off of allegiance, a rebellion, transgression—m.s.n. ab'c' host—Niphal impf. 3fs !t;n" she (the horn) will be given—prep. l[; in addition to, along with + d.a. + adv. dymiT' continuity, continual sacrifice—waw + Hiphil impf. 3fs %l;v' to throw or cast—f.s.n. tm,a/--f.s.n. + directional #r,a,-- wc + Qal pf. 3fs hf'[' to make, manufacture, to do, to act—wc + Hiphil pf 3fs xl;c' to prosper, to be successful}    
8:13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to that particular one who was speaking, "How long is the vision about the regular sacrifice and the appalling rebellion to last, so as to allow both the holy place and the host to be trampled?"  {wc + Qal impf. 1s [m;v'—m.s.adj. dx'a,--m.s.adj. vAdq' unusual construction used only 2X, and only in this verse—Piel part.m.s. rb;D' emphasizes content—wc + Qal impf. 3ms rm;a'—m.s.adj. dx'a, here has the force of “another”—m.s.adj. vAdq'—pref. l + m.s.adj. ynIAml.P; a certain one, a particular—d.a. + Piel part.m.s. rb;D' the one speaking—prep. d[; + interrog. part. yt;m' until when, “how long” –d.a. + m.s.n. !Azx'—d.a. + adv. dymiT'—ww + d.a. + m.s.n. [v;P, revolt, rebellion, transgression—Qal act.part.m.s. mmev' the root means a desolation caused by some disaster, usually as a result of Divine judgment, secondly, it focuses on the horror or shock at seeing something that has been desolated—Qal inf.const. !t;n" to give “to allow” —waw “both” + m.s.adj. vd,qo holiness, holy place—waw + m.s.n. ab'c' the host or army –m.s.n. sm'r>mi a trampling on}
8:14 And he said to me, "For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be properly restored."  {wc + Qal impf. 3ms rm;a'—prep. la, + 1s suff.—prep. d[; + m.s.n. br,[,--m.s.n. rq,Bo—m.dual.adj. @l,a, two thousand—waw + f.s.adj.const. vl{v' three—f.p.adj. ha'me hundreds—wc + Niphal pf. 3ms qdec' to be made righteous, to be put right or in right condition—m.s.n. vd,qo}
Exposition vs. 12-14

1. While verse 12 is admittedly difficult and has occasioned many differing translations, the literal Hebrew of the verse runs thus: and host she (the horn) will be given on the continual by transgression...
2. While there do exist reasons for the various translations that have arisen from this text, the simple fact is that in direct context, the host refers to the host of heaven as used in verses 10-11.

3. Although the term ab'c' (tsabha’—host) is translated by the English term war or warfare on some occasions, there is no exegetical justification for changing it in this context.  Num. 1:3,20,22,24

4. Neither is there any reason for suggesting that the continual system of offerings is not in view, as it is in verse 11.

5. This verse begins with the explanation as to why a man like Antiochus Epiphanes could be so successful in the angelic conflict.

6. We know from the fact that he trampled down some of the host of Heaven that Antiochus was demon-possessed, if not Satan-possessed, having extraordinary powers for a man.

7. However, the question must be raised as to why God would allow anyone, especially a demon-possessed unbeliever, to enjoy such success against His people and plan.

8. Although the word order in the Hebrew text actually begins with the fact that the host will be given, the qualifying phrase on account of the transgression explains why Antiochus was so successful.

9. The term transgression has the fundamental idea of a breach of relationships, civil or religious, between two parties.

10. The noun [v;P, (pesha’—rebellion, transgression) designates the activities of those that reject God’s authority, bringing judgment on themselves.

11. In the prophetic writings, the Jews are told repeatedly that their transgression/rebellion will cause God to render active judgment against them.  Isa. 50:1; Jere. 5:6; Lamen. 1:5; Ezek. 39:24

12. Therefore, the Jews’ rejection of God’s plan brings on them divine judgment, allowing negative types like Antiochus to prosper against them and their institutions.

13. Under God’s permissive will, Antiochus and whatever evil force indwelled him, were allowed to function under their volition without certain divine restraints.

14. At certain times in history, God can and does remove His protection from a nation, allowing tremendous evils to come on it that had been previously checked. 9-11-01

15. The apocryphal book of I Maccabees deals with the general situation at the time of the reign of Antiochus and says in I Maccabees 1:11ff:

11 It was then that there emerged from Israel a set of renegades who led many people astray. 'Come,' they said, 'let us ally ourselves with the gentiles surrounding us, for since we separated ourselves from them many misfortunes have overtaken us.'   12 This proposal proved acceptable,  13 and a number of the people eagerly approached the king, who authorized them to practice the gentiles' observances.   14 So they built a gymnasium in Jerusalem, such as the gentiles have, 15 disguised their circumcision, and abandoned the holy covenant, submitting to gentile rule as willing slaves of impiety...

20 After his conquest of Egypt, in the year 143, Antiochus turned about and advanced on Israel and Jerusalem in massive strength.   21 Insolently breaking into the sanctuary, he removed the golden altar and the lamp-stand for the light with all its fittings,  22 together with the table for the loaves of permanent offering, the libation vessels, the cups, the golden censers, the veil, the crowns, and the golden decoration on the front of the Temple, which he stripped of everything.   23 He made off with the silver and gold and precious vessels; he discovered the secret treasures and seized them 24 and, removing all these, he went back to his own country, having shed much blood and uttered words of extreme arrogance.   25 There was deep mourning for Israel throughout the country:  26 Rulers and elders groaned; girls and young men wasted away; the women's beauty suffered a change;  27 every bridegroom took up a dirge, the bride sat grief-stricken on her marriage-bed.   28 The earth quaked because of its inhabitants and the whole House of Jacob was clothed with shame.   29 Two years later the king sent the Mysarch through the cities of Judah. He came to Jerusalem with an impressive force,  30 and addressing them with what appeared to be peaceful words, he gained their confidence; then suddenly he fell on the city, dealing it a terrible blow, and destroying many of the people of Israel.   31 He pillaged the city and set it on fire, tore down its houses and encircling wall,  32 took the women and children captive and commandeered the cattle.   33 They then rebuilt the City of David with a great strong wall and strong towers and made this their Citadel.   34 There they installed a brood of sinners, of renegades, who fortified themselves inside it,  

35 storing arms and provisions, and depositing there the loot they had collected from Jerusalem; they were to prove a great trouble.   36 It became an ambush for the sanctuary, an evil adversary for Israel at all times.   37 They shed innocent blood all round the sanctuary and defiled the sanctuary itself.   38 The citizens of Jerusalem fled because of them, she became a dwelling-place of strangers; estranged from her own offspring, her children forsook her.  39 Her sanctuary became as forsaken as a desert, her feasts were turned into mourning, her Sabbaths into a mockery, her honor into reproach.   40 Her dishonor now fully matched her former glory, her greatness was turned into grief.   41 The king then issued a proclamation to his whole kingdom that all were to become a single people, each nation renouncing its particular customs.   42 All the gentiles conformed to the king's decree,  43 and many Israelites chose to accept his religion, sacrificing to idols and profaning the Sabbath.  44 The king also sent edicts by messenger to Jerusalem and the towns of Judah, directing them to adopt customs foreign to the country,   45 banning burnt offerings, sacrifices and libations from the sanctuary, profaning Sabbaths and feasts,   46 defiling the sanctuary and everything holy,  47 building altars, shrines and temples for idols, sacrificing pigs and unclean beasts,  48 leaving their sons uncircumcised, and prostituting themselves to all kinds of impurity and abomination,  49 so that they should forget the Law and revoke all observance of it.  50 Anyone not obeying the king's command was to be put to death.

16. During this time, the little horn was said to fling truth to the ground, a likely reference to the fact that Antiochus ordered all copies of the Word of God to be destroyed.

17. This is also recorded in I Maccabees 1:56ff:

56 Any books of the Law that came to light were torn up and burned.   57 Whenever anyone was discovered possessing a copy of the covenant or practicing the Law, the king's decree sentenced him to death.  58 Month after month they took harsh action against any offenders they discovered in the towns of Israel.   59 On the twenty-fifth day of each month, sacrifice was offered on the altar erected on top of the altar of burnt offering.   60 Women who had had their children circumcised were put to death according to the edict  61 with their babies hung round their necks, and the members of their household and those who had performed the circumcision were executed with them.  62 Yet there were many in Israel who stood firm and found the courage to refuse unclean food.   63 They chose death rather than contamination by such fare or profanation of the holy covenant, and they were executed.   64 It was a truly dreadful retribution that visited Israel.

18. Grammatically, there is a change in tense from perfects that are used in Dan. 8:8-11 to the imperfects that are employed in verse 12.

19. Although the vision was entirely future from the time Daniel received it, it has been recorded in what we view as present and past tenses.

20. Verse 12 must be viewed as shifting to a different time, although apparently still dealing with the same types of subject matter.

21. In the case of Antiochus, as in the case of Antichrist, it is the negative volition and rebellion of the Jews against their God that brings these consequences on their nation.

22. While the actions of verse 12 can readily be attributed to Antiochus Epiphanes, it is clear that a dual fulfillment is actually in view.

23. Just as Antiochus was able to accomplish the items mentioned in verse 12, Antichrist will wage an even more successful war against the plan of God and the Jews.  Rev. 12:13-17

24. He will have such unprecedented power that literally no one will be able to effectively oppose him.  Dan. 7:24-25; Rev. 11:7, 13:3-8,16-17

25. The Antichrist will be a master manipulator of people in general, knowing how to exploit every weakness to gain an advantage and secure his will, ruling his kingdom through a real reign of terror.

26. He will succeed in every endeavor, enjoying unprecedented popularity with the negative masses, being proficient in every sort of evil.

27. In fact, he will be so successful that anyone that continues to embrace the Divine viewpoint during his reign will be considered an enemy of the state and eliminated, if possible.  Rev. 12:17

28. Verse 13 does not continue with the future tense (imperfect), but shifts back to a past (perfect) tense, dealing with a conversation that Daniel overheard between two angels.

29. This is significant since this takes us back to the vision as it relates to Antiochus and the near fulfillment.

30. Again, the interpreter must be aware from grammatical or doctrinal clues when there is a shift in grammar, tenses (as there is here from the perfect to the imperfect, back to the perfect), subject matter, persons, time, location, etc.

31. Verse 12 is the sole clue that we would have to this point that this vision does not apply solely to Antiochus Epiphanes, something that is confirmed by Gabriel in verses 17-19.

32. Daniel does not identify either angel; he merely states that he first heard one holy one speaking, and does not say anything about what the first angel said.

33. The second angel then addresses the first one that was speaking and asks him about the period of time when these events transpire.

34. He actually asks two questions, but the second is the far more significant since it forms the basis for the holy place and the host being trampled.
35. The first part of the question deals with the cessation of the regular sacrifices that had been instituted under the Levitical system, with likely emphasis on the continual burnt offering, or possibly the showbread as seen in Maccabees, each morning and evening.

36. However, this is the shorter of the two periods in view; the important time is the length of time that the appalling rebellion allows both the host and the holy place to be trampled.
37. The actual length of time that the sacrificial system was fully discontinued began on Chislev 25, 167 BC and extended for 3 years to Chislev 25, 164 BC when the regular sacrifice was reinstituted by the Jews.

38. That is a period of only 1080-1095 days, depending upon whether one uses a solar calendar or a 360-day prophetic calendar.

39. The earliest calendars of the Egyptians employed a 360-day year, divided into three seasons; each comprised of four months, with thirty days in each month.

40. This was likely the calendar that was in effect before the flood while the world was in a perfect state of equilibrium, rotating around the sun, and spinning on a directly vertical axis.

41. However, the career of Antiochus extended well before the final three years of his life when the sacrifice was discontinued.

42. The second portion of the question is the most significant since it ties the domination of the holy place and the heavenly host to the appalling rebellion.
43. This question makes it clear that the discipline that the Jews received at the hands of Antiochus came upon them for their own rejection of doctrine, causing God to withdraw certain protections.

44. In fact, the Jews were under the fourth cycle of discipline by the time Antiochus invaded their land.  Lev. 26:23-26

45. Their rebellion against God, described as appalling, formed the basis for God withdrawing His protection and allowing negative Gentiles to do as they pleased, bringing great destruction on the land and people.

46. Although the first angel had been asked the question by another angel, in verse 14 he directs his response to Daniel, who must have been intensely interested.

47. The question is “How long will the Jews rebellion/transgression against God allow the little horn to trample down the holy place and the heavenly host?”
48. The answer is given in terms of days, using a Hebrew idiom that can only be interpreted to mean literal, 24-hour days.  Gen. 1:5,8,13,19,23,31

49. Daniel is informed that after 2300 evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be properly restored.

50. The Hebrew text actually states that the holy place will be made righteous, indicating that it will be restored to a state that God finds acceptable.

51. Although the text is very clear that these are literal days, the Seventh Day Adventists said that these are actually years and that the Second Advent would occur in 1884 AD, something that is entirely, obviously, incorrect.

52. We must fix the terminus ad quem for the restoration of the holy place in the Maccabean period (not to the death of Antiochus as some have done), specifically on Chislev 25, 164 BC.

53. Therefore, we must date backward from this time to establish the time that the host actually began to be trampled by Antiochus.  Dan. 8:10

54. 2300 days takes us back six years and 140 days to about August 7, 170 BC, the time when Antiochus installed Menelaus as High Priest and supposedly sacrificed the pigeon on the altar.

55. This must be dated as the terminus a quo, or beginning point of the 2300-day prophecy.

56. This is confirmed by the fact that Gabriel says that they 2300 day prophecy pertains to many days in the future, (Dan. 8:26) and not to the final period of the indignation, the appointed time of the end.  Dan. 8:17,19

57. Although Antiochus is a near prophetic type of Antichrist, they are distinct personalities but have many things in common.

a. Both are called horns.  Dan. 7:8, 8:9

b. Both are initially unimpressive (small & insignificant).  Dan. 7:8, 8:9

c. Both claim to be God.  Dan. 8:11; IIThess. 2:4

d. Both are Gentiles, specifically Greek.  Dan. 8:21-22

e. Both are allowed to operate due to the rebellion of the Jews.  Dan. 8:13,23

f. Both are successful militarily.  Dan. 8:9,24

g. Both seek to eradicate Israel, just as Satan does.  Rev. 12:17

h. Both seek to force their will on the Jews; Antiochus by Hellenization, Antichrist by the mark.  Rev. 13:16-17

i. Both desecrate the Temple with an image.  Dan. 8:11; Matt. 24:15

j. Both are allowed to prosper under the permissive will of God for a specified period of time.  Dan. 8:14; Rev.13:5

k. Both are supernaturally empowered by evil.  Dan. 8:10; Rev. 13:2

l. Both die apart from human agency.  Rev. 19:20  Antiochus died mysteriously.

m. Antiochus only lives once, Antichrist gets to live twice.  Rev. 11:7

58. This is why the prophecy in Daniel 8 is so intertwined between these two men; Antiochus is the perfect type of Antichrist.

59. A comparison of the future fulfillment in Antichrist, recorded in Daniel 8:23-25 reveals an impressive number of parallels.

60. There are also an impressive number of parallels between the activities of Satan and the actions of these two men.  IIThess. 2:9

8:15 And it came about when I, Daniel, had seen the vision, that I sought to understand it; and behold, standing before me was one who looked like a man.  {wc + Qal impf. 3ms hy"h' very common, it became, it came about, it came to pass—pref. B + Qal inf.const. + 1s suff. ha'r' in my to see, when I saw—I, Daniel—s.d.o + m.s.n. !Azx'—wc + Piel impf. 1s vq;B'—f.s.n. hn"yBi the understanding or insight that comes from discernment—waw + interj. hNEhi—Qal.act.part.m.s. dm;['—pref. l + prep./adv. + 1s suff. dg<n< to the front, “before”—pref. K + m.s.n.const. ha,r>m; sight, appearance—m.s.n. rb,G< a man, a mighty man}
 8:16 And I heard the voice of a man between the banks of Ulai, and he called out and said, "Gabriel, give this man an understanding of the vision."  {wc + Qal impf. 1s [m;v'—m.s.n. lAq—m.s.n. ~d'a'—prep. !yIB; + yl;Wa could be between the banks, or between Daniel and the canal—wc + Qal impf. 3ms ar'q'—wc + Qal impf. 3ms rm;['—name laeyrIb.G:--Hiphil imperv.m.s. !yBi cause to discern—pref. l + m.s.adj. zL'h 7X, this man—s.d.o + d.a. + m.s.n. ha,r>m; the sight or appearance, what he had seen}
Exposition vs. 15-16

1. Daniel continues in the trace/vision state throughout this chapter, returning to his normal, waking state in verse 27.

2. Although he has not returned to his conscious state, Daniel seeks to understand exactly what he has just witnessed.

3. Again, this man demonstrates tremendous positive volition, desiring to immediately know the truth about this vision.

4. At this point, Daniel emphasizes that he actively begins to participate in the vision by emphasizing his person I, Daniel, no longer just being a passive observer.

5. Although Daniel desired to know the truth about these matters, he was likely not prepared for the interaction between himself and the angelic realm.

6. Daniel could have logically concluded that if God allowed him to see these things, He must desire for Daniel to understand them.

7. This is the fundamental contention of those that understand anything about the angelic conflict; God has elected to reveal Himself to those He chooses.

8. The reason that men are blessed with the truth is simply based on their volitional responses to the plan of God, their willingness to study and desire to know the truth.

9. In response to Daniel’s desire to understand every aspect of the Divine viewpoint, an angel is dispatched to him.

10. There does not appear to be any lapse of time between Daniel’s desire to know and the appearance of the angel Gabriel.

11. Although angels are more like God in their nature, immaterial, invisible, yet real, they possess some sort of ethereal body or form and have the ability to manifest themselves in the physical world.

12. When angels do manifest themselves physically, they most often appear as normal, male human beings.  Gen. 19:1,5; Ezek. 1:5; Dan. 8:15

13. While angels are created to be sexless, they are all masculine in gender.  Matt. 22:30

14. They are consistently engaged in the worship of God, functioning as messengers (that is the basic connotation of both the Hebrew %a'l.m; and the Greek a;ggeloj), communicating and interpreting the Word of God to men.  

15. However, this is currently not an issue with the closing of the canon of Scripture, but angels will be quite active during Daniel’s 70th week.  Rev. 14:6,8,9, 18:21

16. The fact that Daniel states that he looked like a man is to let the reader know that he know that this was not a man in spite of his appearance.

17. Daniel does not use the common term for a man md'a' (‘adham), but uses the term rb,G<  (gebher), which comes from a root that means to have strength, to be great or mighty.

18. Angels are greater than man in knowledge and power, but are certainly not omniscient or omnipotent.

19. Further, they are bound to a point of existence, limited by time and space; they are not omnipresent.

20. Following the appearance of the angel, Daniel immediately hears a voice from an unidentified, invisible speaker. 

21. The voice comes from between Ulai; some suggesting (like the New American Standard) that the voice came from between the banks of the canal, others suggesting that the voice came from between Daniel and the canal.

22. The disembodied voice commands the angel, addressing him by his name, Gabriel, whose name means mighty one of El.
23. Gabriel appears only two times in the Word of God, providing revelation to Daniel and announcing the births of John the Baptist and Jesus.  Lk. 1:19,26

24. This is the first time that the name of an elect angel is given, the other time also occurring in Daniel.  Dan. 10:13  Who is like El?
25. The voice belongs to God the Son, the one that has the power to command the mighty one of El to do His bidding.

26. He employs a hiphil imperative of  !yB. (biyn—to cause understanding or insight), a word whose background idea is to discern.

27. The idea of the verb is to distinguish between one thing and another, causing the discernment that leads to understanding.

28. This verb refers to knowledge that is superior to the mere gathering of facts; it is necessary for one to know how to use the knowledge they possess.

29. This term indicates that there are some very fine distinctions to be made in this vision in order for one to accurately understand it.

30. This command makes it clear that although true understanding is a gift from God, it does not come automatically but requires positive volition and persistent diligence.

8:17 So he came near to where I was standing, and when he came I became terrified and fell on my face; but he said to me, "Son of man, understand that the vision pertains to the time of the end."  {wc + Qal impf. 3ms awOB—conj. lc,ae near to, beside—m.s.n.const. + 1s suff. dm,[ 9X, a standing or standing place—waw + pref. B + Qal inf.const. 3ms suff. awOB—Niphal pf. 1s t[;B' not frightened, overwhelmed, terrified--wc + Qal impf. 1s lp;n"—prep. l[; + m.p.n.const. + 1s hn<P'—

wc + Qal impf. 3ms rm;a' –prep. la, + 1s suff.—m.s.n.const. !Be—m.s.n. ~d'a'—Hiphil imperv.m.s. !yBi you discern, you understand—conj. yKi indir.disc.—d.a. + m.s.n. !Azx'—pref. l + m.s.n.const. t[e—m.s.n. #qe see Dan. 12:4,9}
8:18 Now while he was talking with me, I sank into a deep sleep with my face to the ground; but he touched me and made me stand upright.  {waw + pref. B Piel inf.const. + 3ms suff. rb;D'—prep. ~[I + 1s suff.—Niphal pf. 1s md;r' 7X, sleep, deep sleep, totally unconscious—prep. l[; + m.p.n. hn<P'—f.s.n. #r,a, + directional h—wc + Qal impf. 3ms hg:n" to touch, reach or hit—pref. B + 1s suff.—wc + Hiphil impf. 3ms + 1s suff. dm;[' caused me to stand—prep. l[; + m.s.n.const. + 1s suff. dm,[o on my standing place, i.e. where I had been standing} 
8:19 And he said, "Behold, I am going to let you know what will occur at the final period of the indignation, for it pertains to the appointed time of the end.  {And he said—interj. + 1s suff. hNEhi—Hiphil part.m.s.const. + 2ms suff. [d;y"—s.d.o. + rel.part. rv,a]—Qal impf. 3ms hy"h' that which will become—pref. B + f.s.n. tyrIx]a; this form is used 17X, always of the end times, Deut. 4:30, Isa. 2:2; Ezek. 38:8; Hosea 3:5; Micah 4:1 –d.a. + m.s.n. ~[;z:  intense anger, indignation, the expression of that indignation begins with the destruction of the US. Isa. 13:5, Jere. 50:25, Zeph. 3:8—conj. yKi—pref. l + m.s.n. d[eAm a determined place or time—m.s.n. #qe that which is cut off, the end} 

Exposition vs. 17-19

1. In response to the unseen voice, the angel Gabriel approaches Daniel, causing him immediate fear.

2. This is a good example of the fact that certain things ought to cause a legitimate fear in the believer (and the unbeliever for that matter).

3. Like many sinful conditions in the Scripture, fear has a legitimate expression and is designed to protect us from foolish, frivolous, and dangerous pursuits.  Prov. 14:16

4. The Hebrew term t[;B' (ba’ath) means to be overtaken by sudden terror, to be terrified or dismayed.

5. The term is used 16X and, though men may be the occasion of terror (Esther 7:6), it is primarily used of YHWH, who strikes terror in the heart.

6. In fact, Daniel became so frightened by the approach of Gabriel that he immediately fell to the ground on his face.

7. While some may malign Daniel for this response, it is entirely the correct one for a human when confronted with the realities of the angelic realm.

8. Daniel is keenly aware of the great difference between the holiness of God and His angels and mortal, sinful man.

9. Even the greatest, mature believer will find that he will be overwhelmed when confronted with the supreme righteousness and glory of the essence of God.  Josh. 5:2; Ezek. 1:28, 3:23

10. This is what we refer to as sanctified fear, the fear of the Lord in those that are positive to God and His plan.  Prov. 1:7

11. As believers, we are to fear the Lord alone; we are not to fall prey to the STA/human viewpoint fears that dominate those living in the Devil’s world under spiritual death and/or negative volition.  Rom. 8:15; IITim. 1:7

12. God has clearly revealed in His Word that we are in Christ and our eternal destiny is secure in Him.  Rom. 8:1,39; Eph. 1:11

13. Further, while we live in the Devil’s world, there is nothing he can do to harm us or to thwart God’s plan for our lives.  Jn. 17:15; Rom 8:28,32; IPet. 2:9

14. Therefore, the believer should not succumb to the temptation to be afraid in the face of current or future events.

15. We have been forewarned that the last days would be a time when men will be fainting from fear and the expectation of the things that are coming upon the world.  Lk. 21:26

16. While the world is advancing in fear, unable to sleep, plagued by nightmares, the believer is to faith-rest his future to the One that can bring you safely into His heavenly–kingdom.  IITim. 4:18

17. In fact, this is one of the very real blessings of diligently pursuing Bible doctrine.  Prov. 3:13-24

18. Gabriel now speaks directly to Daniel, addressing him as son of man, reminding him of his human limitations.

19. These limitations became immediately obvious as Daniel passes out and essentially goes into a coma.

20. However, before that Gabriel commands Daniel to recognize that the vision relates to a time that is very distant, the time of the end.
21. The Hebrew term !yBi (biyn) means to distinguish between things, to have discernment or insight that leads to a correct understanding.

22. Daniel is to recognize that while the content of the vision had a near fulfillment in Antiochus Epiphanes, the real focus of this vision relates to the last days, something that is apparent in the grammar.

23. As Gabriel speaks with him, Daniel is overcome with a deep sleep, apparently passing out from fear.

24. Since it is not possible to take in Bible doctrine when one is unconscious, Gabriel touches Daniel and caused him to awake and stand on his own feet.

25. Like many believers, the sound of a voice teaching the truth often causes them to want to take a nap!

26. This episode dramatically illustrates the inability of the natural man or carnal believer  to effectively take in the truth, as well as the total reliance on God’s grace that is necessary to have an understanding of the Divine viewpoint.  ICor. 2:13-14, 3:1-3

27. When Daniel falls asleep, he typifies the believer in the last days that is unaware of prophetic realities and is asleep; he must be awake in order to understand the truth.  IThess. 5:6-10

28. Further, there must be Divine revelation or the believer can never hope to understand prophetic realities, so Gabriel will act as Daniel’s teacher.

29. Three times in these three verses we are told in different terms that the vision will find its ultimate fulfillment at the time of the end, at the final period of the indignation, and at the appointed time of the end.
30. Therefore, one would be completely remiss if he did not interpret the following poetic passage as referring to Antichrist and not strictly to Antiochus Epiphanes.

31. Although this prophecy included elements that were fulfilled in the time of Antiochus, (which have been fulfilled already) these predictions are designed to provide information about the more distant time of Antichrist.

32. The reason that these passages are so remarkably intertwined is due to the fact that Antiochus Epiphanes’ career most closely parallels the career of Antichrist.

33. The historical events that have been fulfilled in his person are designed to illustrate and illuminate the details about the coming Man of Sin.

34. The Hebrew phrase #qe-t[, (‘eth-qets), the time of the end is used four times in Daniel and references both the time of Antiochus and the last days.  Dan. 11:35, 12:4,9

35. The phrase the final period of the indignation employs a form that is the equivalent of the Aramaic form we saw in Daniel 2:28, which was translated latter days.
36. The phrase in the latter days is only used there in the Aramaic, but has a Hebrew equivalent that is used 13 times.

37. This phrase is found as early as Genesis 49:1 and all usages focus on the Messianic kingdom.

38. Based on scriptural usage, it is clear that the term the latter days is technical for a particular period of time that is regarded as the consummation of the prophetic word, culminating in the establishment of the Messianic kingdom.  Num. 24:14ff; Deut. 4:30; Isa. 2:2; Ezek. 38:16; Dan. 10:14; Hos. 3:5; Mic. 4:1

39. In the context of Daniel 2, the phrase covers the period of time in which the major Gentile world powers dominate the civilized world beginning with the kingdom of Babylon and culminating with the Revived Roman Empire (RRE) and the establishment of the kingdom of Christ.

40. The term end of the days does not refer to this entire period, but to the end times as related to Israel and their Messiah.  Isa. 2:2; Mic. 4:1

41. In our passage, the qualifying noun the indignation is added to more closely define the final period.
42. In Daniel, this term is used only twice, and both occurrences are in passages that deal with the career of the Antichrist.  Dan. 8:19, 11:36

43. This is the only time the term is used with the definite article, making the entire phrase definite, the only final period of indignation.

44. This time of indignation is the time when God will deal in judgment with the Gentile nations that have angered Him over the course of human history, particularly by their treatment of the Jews.  Isa. 26:20-21, 34:1-8, 66:13-16

45. Further, this period of history comes to pass as a result of the appalling rebellion of the Jews that occasions this unprecedented period of wrath.

46. Again, Daniel is told that the primary force of this vision pertains to the appointed time of the end.
47. Although there is a great deal of variation in the precise interpretation of these verses and what follows, four major views have emerged over the centuries:

a. The historical view that Daniel 8 has all been fulfilled in Antiochus Epiphanes.

b. The futuristic view that the entire chapter is future and relates to Antichrist.

c. The view based on the principle of dual fulfillment of prophecy, that Daniel 8 is intentionally a prophetic reference to Antiochus, now fulfilled, and to the end of the age and the Antichrist.

d. The view that the passage is fulfilled prophecy, but typical of Antichrist at the end of the age.

48. The proper view is “c” above, recognizing that prophetic passages may have both a near and distant fulfillment, and that passages may bring distant events together in a single prophecy.

8:20 "The ram which you saw with the two horns represents the kings of Media and Persia.  {the ram which you saw—m.s.n. l[;B; lord, owner, possessor--the two horns—m.p.n.const. %l,m,--Media and Persia}
8:21 "And the shaggy goat represents the kingdom of Greece, and the large horn that is between his eyes is the first king.  {waw + d.a. + m.s.n. rypic'—d.a. + m.s.n. ry[if' the hairy or shaggy—king of—name !w"y" 11X, Greece, Ionia—and the horn, the great--rel.part. rv,a]—prep. !yIB; + f.dual.n.const. + 3ms suff. !yI[;--3s pron. aWh—d.a. + %l,m,-- d.a. + d.a. + m.s.adj. !AvarI first or primary}
8:22 "And the broken horn and the four horns that arose in its place represent four kingdoms which will arise from his nation, although not with his power.  {waw + d.a. + Niphal part.f.s. rb;v' being broken—f.s.adj. [B;r>a;--wc + Qal impf. 3fp dm;[' stood, “arose”—prep. + 3fs suff. tx;T; under, instead of, “in its place”—four kingdoms—pref. m + m.s.n. yAG from a nation—Qal impf. 3fp dm;[' they will stand, arise—waw + neg. al{--pref. B + m.s.n. + 3ms suff. x;Ko power, capacity to produce or endure} 

Exposition vs. 20-22

1. Gabriel now provides the specific interpretation of the two animals we observed earlier in this chapter.

2. However, the vision and interpretation must be viewed from Daniel’s perspective, the Word of God must be interpreted in the time it was written.

3. Therefore, the entire vision was a prophecy, future from the time of Daniel, containing near and distant elements.

4. As we consider the prophecy from our perspective in the 21st century, the near portions of the prophecy are been fulfilled perfectly and may be verified by recorded history.

5. The distant elements of the prophecy await the rise of Antichrst and the final 3½  years of Daniel’s 70th week, the final period of the indignation.
6. It is the precise fulfillment of the near elements that give the believer tremendous confidence that the distant elements will be likewise fulfilled.

7. The ram represents the kings of Media and Persia, while the male goat represents the kingdom of Greece.

8. While the two horns denote the division in the Medo-Persian Empire, the single horn on the goat refers to Alexander the Great, who unified the Greek Empire.

9. The fact that the horn was broken illustrates that God cut short the career of Alexander the Great for His own purposes.

10. From his kingdom arose four major players:

a. The Ptolemies ruled the south in Egypt, Palestine and Arabia until 30 BC.

b. The Seleucids ruled over Syria, Babylonia, and east until about 64 BC.

c. Lysimachus ruled toward the north in Thrace and Bithynia.

d. Cassander ruled the fartheset west in Macedonia and Greece.

11. History makes is very clear that none of the generals that assumed power following the death of Alexander the Great ever achieved the type of conquest and domination enjoyed by Alexander.

12. There is no doubt among most expositors that verses 20-22 have been completely fulfilled, encompassing the time from the Medo-Persian Empire to the time Rome conquered all these kingdoms.

13. Although the prophecy in Daniel 2 dealt with the Roman Empire and the RRE, this chapter is designed to focus specifically on the leader of the RRE, Antichrist himself.

14. Again, believers should note that there is no reference to the Church Age in the prophetic writings, there is nothing in any of the prophets that provide information about the mystery dispensation.  IPet. 1:10-11

8:23 "And in the latter period of their rule, When the rebelling ones have completed rebelling, A king will arise ruthless and skilled in intrigue.  {waw + pref. B + f.s.n. trIx]a; when used of place means end, when used of time means latter time or future— f.s.n.const. + 3mp suff. tWkl.m; royal power, dominion, reign, kingdom—d.a. + Qal act.part. [v;P' the rebels, the transgressors--pref. K like, as, when + Hiphil infin.const. mm;T' to finish, complete or bring to an end—m.s.n. %l,m,--Qal impf. 3ms dm;[' will stand up, will arise—

m.s.adj. z[; strong, mighty—m.p.n. hn<P' lit, strong of face, fierce, used in Deut 28:50 to show lack of compassion, vicious in war—waw + Hiphil part.m.s. !yBi discerning—f.p.n. hd'yxi riddle, enigma, dark or obscure sayings}
8:24 "And his power will be mighty, but not by his own power, And he will destroy in extraordinary ways And prosper and do as he pleases; He will destroy mighty men and the holy people.  {m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. x;Ko strength, power, ability –wc + Qal pf. mc;[' to be mighty, numerous, or strong—waw + neg. al{--pref. B + m.s.n const. + 3ms suff. x;Ko—waw + Hiphil impf. 3ms tX;V' to destroy—Niphal part.f.p. al'P' to be difficult, to be beyond human ability, to cause astonishment, supernatural—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms xl;c' to cause prosperity, to make successful—wc + Qal pf. 3ms hf'[' to make or do—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms tx;v' to destroy or ruin—m.p.adj. ~Wc[' mighty, strong ones—m.s.n. ~[;--m.p.adj. vAdq' holy ones}    

Exposition vs. 23-24

1. Gabriel now begins the critical portion of his interpretation of the vision, the text being recorded in poetry rather than in narrative form.

2. When there is a switch in the prophetic sections of Daniel from prose to poetry, it always indicates a shift in time or place, or both.  Dan. 7:9,13

3. In verses 20-22, Gabriel summarized the elements of the vision that related to the near prophecies about the ram, the goat, and the four-fold division of the empire of Alexander the Great.

4. This portion of the interpretation advances to the end time and focuses specifically on what will occur during the final period of the indignation, the final three and one- half years of Daniel’s 70th week.

5. As we will observe, there are too many things in this section that cannot properly be attributed to Antiochus and must be applied to someone else at the end of history.

6. The phrase translated in the latter period of their rule employs an identical term to the Aramaic tyrIx]a; (‘achariyth) that we saw in Daniel 2:28.

7. The Hebrew term is used in a prophetic sense that focuses on the latter days as witnessing the culmination of the plan of God and the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom.  Deut. 4:30; Isa. 2:2; Jere. 23:20; Hos. 3:5; Mic. 4:1

8. This is how it must be interpreted here since there is no reason to arbitrarily assign this to an earlier period.

9. One might suspect from the English translations that the period of their rule refers to the four divisions of the kingdom of Alexander recorded in verse 22.

10. However, this is not the case for several reasons:

a. Gabriel has established the context as referring to the time of the end, the final period of the indignation, and the appointed end time.  Dan. 8:17,19

b. This verse uses the same term as verse 19, tyrIåx]a;B. (at the end), and must be synonymous with the only final period of indignation.
c. Verse 22 deals with four specific kingdoms (plural), while verse 23 deals with a unified kingdom (singular).

d. There was never a time following the death of Alexander when the four kingdoms were unified into a singular Greek kingdom.

e. The initial phrase of verse 23, the latter period of their rule/kingdom would suggest that the four divisions of Alexander’s empire continued to coexist, but this is not true.

f. The division that went to Lysimachus seems to have fallen apart following his defeat by Seleucus I at Corupedion in 281 BC.

g. Macedonia, the division ruled by Cassander, was already a Roman province in 168 BC when the Romans made Thessalonica the capital of that province.

h. Only the kingdoms of the Seleucids and Ptolemies continued to exist into the 1st century BC.

i. Therefore, there was never a latter period of their rule, so this must be pointing us to another period since these kingdoms did not have a common end.

j. Further, those that apply this to Antiochus must do so knowing that he was the seventh or eighth king of the Seleucid dynasty and was followed by fourteen to eighteen others.

k. The Seleucid dynasty continued to exercise power for almost one hundred years after the death of Antiochus.

11. The time is further defined as the time when the rebelling ones have completed their rebellion.

12. The participle with the definite article of [v;P' (pasha’) is the root from which the noun [v;P, (pesha’) is derived.  

13. This term was used in Daniel 8:12,13 to refer to the Jewish rebellion against God that resulted in the success of Antiochus against God’s people.
14. The noun [v;P, (pesha’—rebellion, transgression) designates the activities of those that reject God’s authority, bringing judgment on themselves.

15. In the prophetic writings, the Jews are told repeatedly that their transgression/rebellion will cause God to render active judgment against them.  Isa. 50:1; Jere. 5:6; Lamen. 1:5; Ezek. 39:24

16. The time when the rebelling ones will complete their rebellion has clearly not come since the Jews are generally still in a state of unbelief, rejecting their Messiah.

17. In fact, while the world in general will be in complete rebellion against God (Ps. 2:1ff; IITim. 3:1ff), the maximum rebellion of the Jews will manifest itself by their acceptance of the Antichrist.  Matt. 23:32; Jn. 5:43

18. At this time in history, a king will arise, indicating that he will appear on the historical scene.

19. His nature is seen in the two qualifying phrases that follow, insolent and skilled in intrigue.
20. The first phrase is literally strong of faces, and is used one other time in Deut. 28:50, where it denotes a belligerent, ruthless military mentality that has no regard for compassion.

21. The second phrase discerning of riddles/parables refers to the tremendous human intelligence of the Antichrist and his ability to understand complex and difficult things, including various satanic forms of wisdom and doctrines of demons.

22. His intelligence and military prowess is alluded to in such passages as Dan. 7:8,24, 8:23,24, 11:36,37; Rev. 13:4-7.

23. Verse 24 indicates that this person will possess extraordinary power as seen in the phrase his power will be mighty.
24. The noun his power refers to the capacity to act, to have the right, authority, and ability to do as one pleases.

25. This extraordinary ability to do as he pleases refers specifically to the time after Antichrist becomes indwelled by Satan.

26. As some have pointed out, Antiochus Epiphanes does not fulfill these verses since his power was limited, and he suffered more than his share of humiliations and defeats.

27. In fact, he was summarily dismissed from Egypt by Popilius, demonstrating Rome’s superior power, and in 164 BC, his armies were defeated by Judah Maccabee.

28. The world recognizes and applauds his tremendous power, worshipping the dragon and worshipping the beast.  Rev. 13:4

29. The force of public opinion, no doubt influenced mightily by the media, will be dramatically in favor of the Antichrist, causing the world to reject and hate those that will oppose him.  Rev. 11:9-10

30. The ability to act and do as he pleases is not something that comes from his own person, his power is not by his own power, pointing to another being that is delegating power to the Antichrist.  

31. The Antichrist appears on the historical scene in accord with the activity of Satan, and Satan willingly provides his power to the Antichrist so he can perform every miracle, false signs and lying wonders.  IIThess. 2:9

32. The believer must recognize that Satan has tremendous power and he can give it to anyone he wants in the cosmic system and this accounts for Antichrist’s real might.  Matt. 4:8-9

33. From the human viewpoint, the Antichrist will be successful, doing everything he desires to do, he will prosper and do as he pleases.
34. His destruction of mighty men refers to his military success against those that were probably considered greater than Antichrist.

35. This certainly includes the three leaders of the EU that he takes out, as well as other military conquests.

36. Again, this cannot strictly refer to Antiochus Epiphanes since several forces that were less powerful than his were successful against him.

37. His destruction of the holy people is a direct reference to the Jews, against whom he will prosper for an appointed period of time, 42 months.  Dan. 12:7; Rev. 13:5

38. While this may sound difficult from the human viewpoint, one must consider that Antichrist will have all the satanic wisdom of the ages at his disposal, as well as the demonic reconnaissance that is available following their confinement to planet earth at the midpoint of Daniel’s 70th week.  Rev. 12:9

39. At that point, Satan can turn the full force of his fury loose, attacking anything and everything that is related to the plan of God.

40. If you had the benefit of knowing what every demon knows about your adversaries, you would indeed become a formidable opponent.

41. You would have an ally in every secret meeting that was convened by any sort of opponent, you would know the secrets of men and could move to head off any impending attacks, plans, etc.

42. This is exactly how the world will see the Antichrist, he will appear to be supernaturally ahead of everyone else, earning the admiration of the world, which will believe him to be the Son of God.

43. They used their volition to reject the truth that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and Savior of the world; they will employ their volition to embrace the son of Satan as their savior.  IIThess. 2:10-12

8:25 "And through his cunning He will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; And he will magnify himself in his heart, And he will destroy many at ease. He will even oppose the Prince of princes, But he will be broken without human agency.  {waw + prep. l[; on, on account of—m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. lk,f, prudence, foresight, good sense, in a bad sense, deceitfulness, cunning—wc + Hiphil pf. 3ms xl;c' to prosper, to be successful—f.s.n. hm'r>mi deceit, treachery—pref. B + f.s.n. + 3ms suff. dy" by his own hand—Hiphil impf. 3ms ld;G"  to cause to be great, to magnify—waw + pref. B + m.s.n.const. + 3ms suff. bb'le—waw + Hiphil impf. 3ms tx;v'—m.p.adj. br; much or many—pref. B + f.s.n. hw"l.v; quietness, ease, prosperity—waw + prep. l[; on, upon, against—m.s.n. rf;--m.p.n. rf;--Qal impf. 3ms. dm;[' to take a stand, to oppose—waw + pref. B + m.s.n. sp,a, the end, extremity, a ceasing, without—f.s.n. dy"—Niphal impf. 3ms rb;v'}   
8:26 "And the vision of the evenings and mornings Which has been told is true; But keep the vision secret, For it pertains to many days in the future."  {waw + m.s.n.const. ha,r>m; that which is seen, a vision—d.a. + m.s.n. br,[,--waw + d.a. + m.s.n. rq,Bo--rel.part. rv,a]—Niphal pf. 3ms. rm;a'—f.s.n. tm,a/ truth—3ms pron. aWh truth is it—waw + 2ms pron. hT'a; but you—Qal imperv.m.s. mt;s' 13X, to close off, to shut up, conceal—d.a. + m.s.n. !Azx' the vision, what he saw--rel.part. yKi causal—pref. l + m.p.n ~Ay—m.p.adj. br; many}
8:27 Then I, Daniel, was exhausted and sick for days. Then I got up again and carried on the king's business; but I was astounded at the vision, and there was none to explain it.  {and I Daniel—Niphal pf. 1s hy"h' lit. was become, overcome, done in, finished, very unusual usage, some translate it as fainted, lost consciousness—waw + Nihpal pf 1s hl'x'  to become sick, to over exert yourself—m.p.n. ~Ay—wc + Qal impf. 1s mWq—wc + Qal impf.1s hf'[' did, performed, carried on—s.d.o. + f.s.n.const. hk'al'm. occupation, business of—d.a. +  %l,m,--wc + Hithpolel impf. ~mev' to be appalled, awestruck, astonished, with nuance of some horror—prep. l[; + d.a. + m.s.n. ha,r>m; being seen, the vision—waw + adv. !yIa; there did not exist—Hiphil part.m.s. !yBi one causing discernment, an interpreter} 
Exposition vs. 25-27

1. These verses conclude the future peek at the Antichrist and his plans, policies, and stratagems that make him so successful during Daniel's 70th week.

2. The first phrase on account of his shrewdness employs a noun that has both a good and bad connotation, depending on context.

3. The word is often synonymous with the term for discernment !yBi (biyn), but lk,f, (sekhel) relates to the intelligent knowledge of the reason; this is the process of thinking through a complex arrangement of thoughts that results in wise dealing and good, practical common sense, with the end result emphasizing overt success.

4. In a bad sense it denotes the sly, cunning, ingenious, insidious skill that does everything possible to triumph over others and achieve one’s ends.

5. It is using one’s intelligence, coupled with double-dealing and underhanded tactics to gain and keep the upper hand.

6. Antichrist will have the mental capacity to execute his stratagems, employing every miracle, false signs, and false wonders to deceive the world at large.

7. Through his policies and actions, he will cause deceit to succeed/prosper through his influence.
8. The term deceit is used some 40 times and has the force of that which is underhanded, deceitful, or treacherous.

9. Antichrist will operate with no regard for what is true, correct, fair, righteous, or just; he will operate strictly from self-concern, doing anything and everything that is necessary, using every slimy tactic to achieve his evil ends.

10. His success, coupled with the fact that he knows he has come back from the dead, will cause him to magnify himself in his heart, denoting the supreme arrogance that he will manifest against God and His plan.

11. His master plan is to lull the masses into a sense of peace, security and ease before he makes his ultimate plans known.

12. This is a very similar tactic to what Kruschev told the US that Russia would do before they ultimately destroy us, making unprecedented peace concessions and then using their vast arsenal in a nuclear war.

13. The term hw"lv; (shal wah) is derived from a verb that means to be at rest, and has the nuance of quietness and prosperity.

14. While this is something generally to be desired, it can become an open door for disaster, producing a careless lethargy that leaves one open to unexpected attacks.  Ps. 30:6; Prov. 1:32; Jere. 22:21; Ezek. 16:49

15. As we have observed in America recently, the careless complacency of a nation may be quickly and irrevocably shattered.

16. This insidious scheme has been observed before in history, when politicians promote a political platform promising peace at all costs, which often turns out to be a subterfuge (a device or plan to conceal one’s character or intentions) used to advance one personally.

17. Antichrist will be the master politician, promising a chicken in every pot, lower taxes, world peace, prosperity, and anything else people want to hear.

18. He will be a master manipulator of people and public opinion, knowing exactly what spin to put on his lies so they are palatable to the average person.

19. Again, he will be a media darling, loved by all, portrayed as the savior of the world until he shows his true nature.

20. In his success, he will ultimately come to oppose The Prince of princes, a term that is synonymous with the Commander of the host.  Dan. 8:11

21. The difference between Antiochus in verse 11 and Antichrist in verse 25 is that Antichrist will attempt to physically combat the Prince of princes.  Rev. 19:19

22. The final statement of verse 25 that he will be broken without human agency (lit. lacking a hand) indicates that Antichrist will be supernaturally destroyed, not suffering the ordinary, military death in his combat with Jesus Christ.  Dan. 2:45

23. Thus, the brief but very illustrious career of Antichrist will come to an end, and he will be bodily cast into the lake of fire.  Rev. 19:20

24. Gabriel now returns to the near portion of the prophecy, no longer using imperfects (future tenses), but speaking to Daniel in the present tense.

25. For us, living between the two fulfillments, it is designed to point out that the near portion of the prophecy, as it relates to Antiochus, was accurately fulfilled.

26. Thus, we can have great confidence that the distant portion of the prophecy will be fulfilled just as accurately.

27. In fact, one purpose of Bible prophecy is to engender confidence in the believer as he observes portion after portion of the Bible being fulfilled.

28. Although all the Old Testament prophecies were given over 2000 years ago, those that have been fulfilled are actually no more certain than those that have not been fulfilled are.

29. Daniel is instructed to seal up the vision, not making it available to any of his contemporaries since it pertains to many days in the future.
30. This indefinite phrase is used here because it was not intended to give an exact time, as was the 2300-day prophecy.

31. This is a further indication that the remote elements of this prophecy were not to be understood in Daniel’s time.  Dan. 12:4

32. Compare this with the command given to John not to seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.  Rev. 22:10

33. What was not to be understood and was to be kept under wraps in Daniel’s day, is to be understood and communicated in our day.

34. If the basic emphasis was on Antiochus Epiphanes and not on Antichrist, this command would be inappropriate since those events came to pass in less than 400 years.

35. The return from poetry to prose marks the return from the future to the time in which Daniel was living.

36. The vision, which spans more than 2500 years of human history, began with the Medo-Persian Empire, moved through the reign of the near type (Antiochus Epiphanes) and skipped forward some 2000+ years to Antichrist.

37. The overall effect on the aged Daniel, who had been an active participant in the vision, horrified him to such an extent that it left him physically, mentally, and emotionally drained.

38. Although Gabriel had provided an accurate interpretation of the vision, Daniel was left with more questions than answers.

39. He did not have the benefit of the prophetic passages in the New Testament in Thessalonians and Revelation; his knowledge of Antichrist, and the world that would produce and embrace such a person was quite limited.

40. Therefore, he simply records what he could not fully understand; thus, providing for those living at the end of the age accurate information that is now profitable for Church Age believers.  IPet. 1:12

41. Although we are not told how long Daniel suffered from this vision, we are told that he recovered and returned to his niche in the service of Belshazzar.

42. Daniel concludes this chapter with the mental effect that the vision had on him, causing him to be astounded.
43. The term mmev' (shamem) means to experience desolation (and the associated horror) that is caused by some disaster, usually the result of a divine judgment.

44. Daniel had very little frame of reference to understand why God would allow such evil entities to flourish and prosper with such brutal oppression against His plan and people.

45. Although no one was present in his periphery to enable him to grasp the full significance of this vision, Daniel continued to brood over it for some time.

46. Once again, it is evident that the prophecy was not for Daniel and his time in history; it pertained to the distant future.
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